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3
rd
 May 2019 

 

Mr Tong Chi Keung, Donald 

Director of Environmental Protection 

Environmental Protection Department 

(e-mail: eiaocomment@epd.gov.hk) 

 

Dear Mr Tong, 

 

Comments on Shuen Wan Golf Course EIA Report 

 

The Conservancy Association (CA) is in great reservation on the captioned. 

 

1. Scale of the golf course 

CA is still doubtful if the EIA report has fully studied all possible alternatives to reduce 

associated environmental impact, especially the roosting area for Collared Crow. The 

project proponent cited the guide from the American Society of Golf Course Architects and 

stated that ñthe minimum area for an 18-hole golf course shall be at least 49haò (Section 

2.4.8.13). What the project proponent mentioned, however, is the requirement of a full-size 

18-hole golf course. Size requirements of pitch & putt, par 3 and executive golf course have 

also be stated clearly in the guide, but the project proponent did not mention in the EIA 

report (Figure 1). Their size requirements are much smaller than a full-size 18-hole golf 

course. 

 

Section 2.4.8.12 quoted few examples of 18-hole golf course, namely The Clearwater Bay 

Golf and Country Club Hong Kong, The Jockey Club Public Golf Course at Kau Sai Chau, 

Mission Hillsô Blackstone Course in Haikou, and concluded that the site in Shuen Wan is 

ñsignificantly smaller than other golf course in HK and other neighbouring areasò. 

However, the 18-hole golf course by Shek O Country Club is missing in this section. 

According to the Tai Lam & Shek O Outline Zoning Plan, the size of this 18-hole golf 

course is 310,422m
2
 (i.e. about 31ha). Due to the constraint on site area, the course is short 

with overlapping fairways. Comments on whether such arrangement would affect golfing 

experiences vary, but the focus is that various planning design measures could be 

considered during planning stage of a golf course. 

 

mailto:eiaocomment@epd.gov.hk
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Besides, the option of 9-hole golf course seems to be ruled out in the planning stage of this 

golf course development. Here are some examples of 9-hole golf course in Hong Kong and 

their sites are smaller than the Shuen Wan site: 

 

Table 1   Golf course sizes (numbers of holes and areas
1
) 

Golf Courses Nos. of holes Area (ha) 

The Hong Kong Golf Club in 

Deep Water Bay 

1 set of 9 About 7.5 

SkyCity Nine Eagles Golf 

Course 

1 set of 9 About 11 

Discovery Bay Golf Club 3 sets of 9 About 104.28 

 

For the golf course in Deep Water Bay, even though it is a 9-hole course, still it can cater a 

18-hole game
2
. In this way, we cannot understand why a smaller course with might pose 

less direct loss of plantation and fulfill recreation need for 18-hole game cannot be regarded 

as one of the options in this development plan. 

 

It is therefore necessary for the project proponent to clarify the reasons for excluding the 

above options and coming up with the proposed development plan which claims to be the 

least environmentally destructive. 

 

2. Pre-roosting site and roosting sites of Collared Crow  

A latest study
3
 revealed that a major decline in abundance of Collared Crow during 

2003-2014. Regarding its distribution, Hong Kong has recorded 2
nd

 largest numbers of its 

total population (362 out of 1,847). The study recommended that the status of Collared 

Crow should be uplisted from ñNear Threatenedò to ñVulnerableò. In Hong Kong, the main 

communal roost sites are Mai Po Nature Reserve and Shuen Wan. Conservation of Collared 

Crow in this site is therefore a very significant issue.  

 

In our latest visit in the development site dated 30
th
 April, a maximum numbers of 76 

Collared Crow individuals were recorded. From our observation 45 minutes before sunset 

                                                        
1 Numbers of area are obtained from Outline Zoning Plan 
2 Please refer to the introduction of Hong Kong Golf Club at Deep Water Bay 

https://www.hkgolfclub.org/cms/visitors/deep-water-bay 
3 Leader,P.J., Stanton,D.J., Lewthwaite,R.W. and Martinez,J. (2016). A review of the distribution and 

population of the Collared Crow Corvus torquatus. Forktail 32: 41-53. 



 
 長春社  Since1968  

The Conservancy Association  
會址: 香港九龍大角咀道 38號新九龍廣場 9樓 910室 

Add.: Unit 910, 9/F, New Kowloon Plaza, 38 Tai Kok Tsui Road, 
Kowloon, H.K. 

網址 Website:www.cahk.org.hk  

電話 Tel.:(852)2728 6781 傳真 Fax.:(852)2728 5538 

電子郵件 E-mail:cahk@cahk.org.hk 

 

 
 

 
 
使用無氯百分百再造紙印刷                                                             Registered Name 註冊名稱 : The Conservancy Association 長春社 

Printed with chlorine free 100% recycled paper                                           (Incorporated in Hong Kong with limited liability by guarantee 於香港註冊成立的擔保有限公司)                                        

 

 

and after sunset on that day, Collared Crow mainly congregated at the plantations close to 

southern edge of the existing lower driving range, and then flew back and forth at these 

plantations (Figure 2-4). 

 

Meanwhile, the EIA report has the following descriptions on the roosting behaviors on the 

Collared Crow: 

 

ñCollared Crows were observed roosting in different locations of the plantation, from the 

southern end of the Project Site, the southeast corner of the Project Site, to the eastern edge 

of the Project Site. These observations showed that Collared Crows did not consistently 

roost in the exact same locations but rather, would change their final roost sites with timeò 

(Section 10.4.4.24) 

 

ñDue to the behaviours of shifting night roost locations by both bird species as observed 

during the survey for this EIA, the locations of plantations with records of night roost usage 

are quite scattered (including the eastern, south-eastern and southern sides of the 

plantation)ò (Section 10.9.2.13) 

 

From Figure 10.7 a and c showing the cumulative frequency and abundance of Collared 

Crow, it can be concluded that southern and south-eastern side of the site have been highly 

utilized by Collared Crow.  

 

Base on the above observations from both our site visit and the EIA report, we would 

suggest that more existing plantation at the southern and eastern side of the sites should be 

preserved. However, only 6.1 hectares of plantation would be preserved in the site. For the 

southern side of the site which had the highest records of the Collared Crow, only 1.2 

hectares of plantation can be preserved and the adjacent plantation would be loss. Together 

with 2 patches of plantations in the eastern side of the site utilized by Collared Crow, only 

small areas of plantation are now preserved for the night roost of Collared Crow (Figure 5). 

Even replanting works would be scheduled in phase 1 and phase 2, such works are mainly 

confined at north-western and north-eastern part of the development site. Currently there 

are no clear tendencies for Collared Crow to utilize these areas for pre-roost and night roost 

purpose. We do not think that the plantation there had been preserved as much as 

practicable.  
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To better secure the pre-roost sites and night roosts for Collared Crow, the following areas 

should be critically evaluated by preserving more plantations:  

 

i. Southern/South-eastern edge of the existing lower driving range 

As said in above, we can observe Collared Crow at the plantation close to the southern edge 

of the existing lower driving range. We can even spot a few individuals on top of a lamp 

post and the turf next to that southern patch of plantation. Meanwhile, Figure 10.5b and 

10.5c have reflected that both pre-roost and night roosts location of Collared Crow have 

been marked in the southern and south-eastern edge of the lower driving edge. Figure 10.7c 

clearly revealed that grid M8 just next to south-eastern edge of the existing lower driving 

range records the 2
nd

 highest cumulative frequency of Collared Crow.  

 

We therefore suggest that preservation of plantation should be further extended to cover 

those plantations just next to the existing lower driving range. This would help cater 

shifting roosting location of Collared Crow and strengthen its protection. 

 

Besides, regarding the cumulative frequency of Collared Crow, we noted that the number of 

grid M8 shown in Figure 10.7c did not match with that in Figure 10.9 (Figure 6). It should 

be further clarified. 

 

ii. South-eastern and Eastern side of the Project Site 

We do not understand the need to include VR training rooms, staff quarters and overnight 

accommodations in the south-eastern and eastern side of the Project Site to ñallow for more 

flexible uses and development of the Project to suit contemporary circumstances and 

operational requirementsò (Section 2.5.8.1). From the EIA report, these facilities would 

lead to direct loss of plantation which lies extremely close to the night roosts of Collared 

Crow and also Black Kite. These facilities are not basic facilities of a golf course and this is 

further supported if we, again, refer back to the guide
4
 from the American Society of Golf 

Course Architects quoted by the project proponent. What ñbasic componentsò for a golf 

facility are the following items: 

 

1. Parking lot (allow 180 square feet per car) 

2. Pro shop (minimum of a few hundred square feet) 

                                                        
4 See p.20 

https://asgca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Building-a-Practical-Golf-Facility.pdf 

https://asgca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Building-a-Practical-Golf-Facility.pdf
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3. Restroom(s) (unisex and handicap accessible as a minimum) 

4. Maintenance storage building (minimum of a 2-car garage) 

5. Maintenance equipment (mowers, hand tools, see appendix on equipment) 

6. Golf features (tees, greens, fairways, etc., but no standard number or size) 

 

Since the proposed facilities in the development plan are not basic facilities of a golf course, 

direct loss of plantation caused by can be avoided by wiping out these facilities from the 

Project Site. 

 

iii.  South-western side of the Project Site 

Even though the south-western side of the site (i.e. grid N5) had comparatively lower 

records of Collared Crow, its cumulative abundance is slightly lower than the eastern side 

of the site. According to the development plan, a new driving range has been proposed in 

this part of the Project Site. To further minimize impact on the night roost of Collared Crow, 

we would suggest re-evaluation of this new driving range in terms of both the need and 

location. For the latter, if the scale of the golf course (as mentioned in above) can be 

re-evaluated, we suppose there would be give higher flexibility for shifting the location of 

this new driving range. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Ng Hei Man 

Campaign Manager 

The Conservancy Association  
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Figure 1   The project proponent cited the guide
5
 from the American Society of Golf 

Course Architects and stated that ñthe minimum area for an 18-hole golf course shall 

be at least 49haò (Section 2.4.8.13). What the project proponent mentioned, however, is 

the requirement of a full-size 18-hole golf course. Size requirements of pitch & putt, 

par 3 and executive golf course have also be stated clearly in the guide, but they are 

missing from the EIA report  

 

  

                                                        
5 See p.18 

https://asgca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Building-a-Practical-Golf-Facility.pdf 

https://asgca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Building-a-Practical-Golf-Facility.pdf
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Figure 2  In our latest visit in the development site dated 30
th

 April  2019, 

Collared Crow mainly congregated at the plantations close to southern edge (circled 

in red) of the existing lower driving range 

 

  

Lower driving range 
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Figure 3 and 4  From our observation 45 minutes before sunset and after 

sunset on that day Collared Crow flew back and forth (marked in red arrow) at these 

plantations (circled in red). 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 長春社  Since1968  

The Conservancy Association  
會址: 香港九龍大角咀道 38號新九龍廣場 9樓 910室 

Add.: Unit 910, 9/F, New Kowloon Plaza, 38 Tai Kok Tsui Road, 
Kowloon, H.K. 

網址 Website:www.cahk.org.hk  

電話 Tel.:(852)2728 6781 傳真 Fax.:(852)2728 5538 

電子郵件 E-mail:cahk@cahk.org.hk 

 

 
 

 
 
使用無氯百分百再造紙印刷                                                             Registered Name 註冊名稱 : The Conservancy Association 長春社 

Printed with chlorine free 100% recycled paper                                           (Incorporated in Hong Kong with limited liability by guarantee 於香港註冊成立的擔保有限公司)                                        

 

 

Figure 5  Despite preservation of 6.1-hectare plantation, only small areas of 

plantation in the eastern and southern side of the site are preserved for night roost of 

Collared Crow (marked in red) 
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Figure 6  If referring to grid M8, the cumulative frequency of Collared Crow 

shown in Figure 10.7c did not match with that in Figure 10.9 

 

 

 

Cumulative 

frequency shown in 

Figure 10.7c: 8 Cumulative 

frequency shown in 

Figure 10.9: 3 


